
March 10, 2021

Dear Fox Chapel Area Family,

On Monday night, the Fox Chapel Area School Board approved a return to five-day-a-week
in-person instruction for pre-kindergarten, Dorseyville Middle School, and Fox Chapel Area High
School students beginning on Monday, March 15. At DMS and FCAHS, we will continue to offer
a virtual blended instructional model with both synchronous and asynchronous learning, and
FCAO to those who are currently enrolled in that program.

Parents and guardians of secondary students were emailed an instructional commitment form
on Tuesday morning in order to indicate whether their child/children would be attending school
in person or virtually. This is a reminder that this commitment form is due by 11:59 p.m. tonight.
It’s important to the district’s planning process for next week that all parents and guardians
complete this form.

While we are very much looking forward to having most of our students back in our buildings,
we know that our focus now shifts to keeping them there. Doing so will require work both in and
out of our school buildings. We will continue to employ a number of COVID-19 mitigation
strategies within our schools, such as requiring well-fitted face coverings, frequently washing
and sanitizing hands, maintaining a physical distance, and utilizing outdoor spaces when
possible. I ask that parents/guardians also enforce these efforts when students are not in
school, as well as limiting interactions with those outside the household. While I know that the
past year has been a long and exhausting journey, we must all keep doing our part to keep our
students in school and to protect the health and well-being of all those in our school community.

I also would like to take the opportunity to congratulate our boys and girls basketball teams on a
fantastic season and a terrific run in the WPIAL playoffs. Fox Chapel Area also will have a
number of participants in the PIAA swimming and diving championships based on their
performance in WPIAL competition: Talia Bugel, Sophie Shao, Vivian Shao, Rei Sperry, Zachary
Zornan Ferguson, and David Manelis. Good luck at states! We’re so proud of all of our winter
athletes for their hard work and perseverance as we navigated another season with multiple
(and sometimes challenging) COVID-19 protocols in place.

I’m excited to see renewed energy and enthusiasm in our buildings on Monday when many of
our students return for in-person instruction. Also remember that our clocks will “spring ahead”
this weekend! Another sure sign that brighter days are ahead!

Sincerely,

Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent


